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RhoGam [Rho(D) Immune Globulin]

RhoGam or Rh immune globulin contains Rh antibodies that is an injection
administered within 72 hours after birth to prevent sensitization in the Rh-
negative woman who has had a fetal-maternal transfusion of Rh-positive fetal
RBC. The goal of the antibody suppression is to prevent hemolytic disease of the

newborn.

Indications

Antepartum Prevention at 28 weeks
Ant-baby Prevention-wall at February (28)
RhoGam is given at 28 weeks in Rh-negative mothers to prevent maternal sensitization. It may be administered prophylactically, or after any type of

exposure risk that occurs after 28 weeks of gestation (e.g., amniocentesis, second-trimester miscarriage or abortion, after version).

Suppress Antibody Production
Suppressed Ant-tie-body
Rhogam is given within 72 hours in order to suppress antibody production in the mother. This is done following delivery, pregnancy termination,

following any abdominal trauma, ectopic pregnancy, version, or after procedures such as amniocentesis or chorionic villus sampling.

Mechanism of Action

Lysis of Fetal RBC in Maternal Bloodstream
Lysing Fetal RBC's in Mom's Bloodstream
RhoGam causes lysis of the fetal RBCs from an Rh-positive infant that may have entered the Rh-negative mother's bloodstream. By destroying the

fetal RBCs, the mother does not form antibodies against them. This should protect the woman from becoming sensitized in future pregnancies.

Side Effects

Myalgia and Lethargy
Mayo-algae and Leather-jacket
The woman may complain of localized tenderness and stiffness at the IM injection site. Other side effects can include a mild and transient fever,

headache; and rarely an allergic response.

Considerations
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Negative Coombs Test

Negative Comb

Before RhoGam is given, it must be determined that the mother is Rh negative and has not been sensitized by previous pregnancies. This can be
determined by the Coombs blood test, which must be negative. A positive Coombs test indicates the mother has already been sensitized and has the

presence of antibodies.

Standard Dose 300 mcg
(300) Spartan
The standard dose for RhoGam is 300 mcg and should only be given to the mother, never the infant. If there is a large fetal-maternal transfusion, a

larger dose of RhoGam may be ordered.

Microdose 50 mcg
Microscope (50) Cent

The 50 mcg microdose of RhoGam is indicated after a first trimester miscarriage or abortion, ectopic pregnancy, or following chorionic villus sampling.

Blood Product
Produced from Blood-drop
Because RhoGam is most often considered a blood product informed consent may be required, along with the agency routine of verifying correct

dosage and patient identity, as you would do if administering a blood transfusion, i.e., watch for allergic response (for 20 minutes after administration).
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